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hog 
Nu in & uten Lell, 5 
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One o Her Majeſties Foices of 
the Peace for that Anviens 9 
ber ation. 59 8 9713 ob 
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"Honowr'd 3 7 


N plain Diſ. courſes which 
the Subject rather than 
the Matter render'd moving in 
the Delivery, you were pleas d 
to conceive, might be ufcful 
alſo in the Reading. Upon this 


Encouragement purely, as You 
are 


| The Dedicati: u. 
are ſenſible, and at your Coma. 


mand - for ſo we are "_ to 
Style, by the ule of Decen- 
| | nce;\the,obliging) 

equeſt of a Superiour ) They 
come abroad ; ,Unconcern'd for 
their homely Dreſs and negti- 
gent method, ſo they can but 
do a little Good amid 4 _ 
of Tniquity.. And this Em 
ſwaded they may do, yah 
Recommendation of your Pa- 
tronage: Not queſtion * 
that Many ſceing So Hb 
Name {ct before them. will 
invited to logk:-fcherhrand 
tead my Imperſect. Linen with 
an Eye as tayourable..2s:tha 
Ear = heard, chem. Whilf 
| andy che World accepts chem 
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as Teſtimonies of your Zeal 
= the Intereſts of Picty, 1 
Hymbly: Deſire you will own 
them as Expre ions of 4 My 
Gr . atitude for. the many 5 in 2 
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our firſt Thought will l Nui? T te Sib. 

et il Old, and 19 the No ions, gre 
out of it, can har be 2 — 5 


i Amaſe Hour, but to 
beſt Wy. * ndr, this may be added 
for your Satisfatfign, that. tho Other Verſes of 
n refer you to, eſpeci- 
ally the Laſt, have been oft the Ground of Ex- 
cellent Diſcourſes in Print, I never had the 
Perufing of any, wherein Thoſe of the Text 
were profeſſedly conſidered. And yet I would 
wot be thought to ſet up for Invention, neither; 
for tis Reading that farniſheth with Uſeful 
Hints, as it is Reflect ion that Improves them. 

i can but be Thought a Wall-wiſper Fo RE 
livion, and Be withal a Contributor to its real 
Service ; one of which Things, the Badyeſs of 
the Times makes « Favour, and the other 4 Dif- 
fealty ; I have my Aim: Let Others Plod for 
Fame, that have « better Bottom of Merit and 


Sofficienty, | | 
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SERMON 1 
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8. Lale xvi. * 27, 28. 


Then be aid, I pra thee” therefore, . 

1 125 Pea 20150 dft fend 75 5 to my 
Father's Houſe: For I have, five Bre- 

-» then, that he may teflifie unto them, 
E. they alſo come 1 55 this PR, of 
way ment. "tt x | 


7 HE THER 40 1 before : us 
be a Parable, or Fact, can never be de- 
termin'd ; but the Character of the Ricb- 
REES: man that ſtarted i it, Lam ſuce. and the 
Condition too, I fear, is Hiſtorical in reſpect; of 
Thouſands For which Reaſon we will illuſtrate 
both, chat fo the Few may be a Waring ro the 


i/tran. 
5 B The 


Ef [ 2; 
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The Perſon we are ſpeaking, * hook 3 
and Plenty oon, und be 
theſ: have open d for Piety and 1 — 
if conſulted, would have told him ther Was #0 
good in them, but as clie enabled Him 0 rejoice, and 
Ao 00 in be Lf Life e. — 2 the giddy ai stet ea had no 
Notion o y a5 ha e 
ty of — 481 ce Fe hs RES 
. which his Great Soul abhorr a and; ſo was 
totally turn Ger 6: chem that - wete to get 


their Living by it. Others might walk by ſtinted 
Rules and ſtand in awe of an Invifible Being: 


He, for his pa, would, Worſhip 40 God but 
bu. Belly, nor have ne ag FED bp 45 with the 
Solemnities of Religion. His Ts Morning Beroclen 
ſeems to have lain ay ong his Hoynds, and the 
drowning of his: Senft — =_ * 


That 1 ſhopld h vo N * 
were F beavy H arts, e 
- lovely: Spark of inf ads 0 him; 
and Bae = the Wines. mg Ba * char 
made ſ6rme Amenqs br WA Neg ts o he Pa 


—_— wad you bh Relief u 1 whe 
findi rt, b the 
Lap af © Knab 115 | dg gies 11 


020 awa 

the Probationary Seaſon in n und Stupi- 
dity ; and falling and faſt aſleep in the midſt 17 
his Guitts never uk again, 125 n out 
about _ Ears —— rr Bog ng. * 


— 5 "110531 1 % 4 


Tote Fu) mat! were clo? der Bard, war 
Fred up in Heil, but to no other purpoſe, chan to 
jet in che moſt grating Proſpects; than to ſhew 
him Abrabam afar off in the Sacred Manſions, and 
germ in his Bliſsful Boom. Then when it was 

T 4 j nought 


1 8 3 eren. 
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as w need the accompliſhment of it. Unhap 
tho” moſt deſerv'd Sarcaſm, ** doſt Thou look for 
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nought but loſt Labour, or, rather infinite Diſ- 
quierude, to exerciſe his Reflexive Faculty, He 
bethought himſelf, and in vain projected the- 
remoyal of that, Miſery which once he might 
have eaſily prevented. And nothing, doubtleſs 
aggrayates the preſent Pain, mare than the ſting- 
ing Remembrance. of paſt Enjoyments, Flames 
fac the uneaſier upon him for ſucceeding Pur 
fle and Fine Linnen ; and the ſamptuoas Fare of his 
Father's Houſe, as it were ſet before him, by an oth- 
cious Fancy, at once tantaliz d and enrag*d his 


F 


His Carriage is brought down. to the Leyel of 
his Circumſtances : The Puniſhmene is ſo ex- 
tremely rigorous, that the leaſt Refreſhmenc un- 
der it would de 2 mighty Happineſs, and that 
altho' it paſs?d thro” the Hands of One, once 
thought viler than the very Duſt he trod upon. 
He, who \was too big to be ſupplicated by the 
diſtreſs'd Beggar, in His Das of Attluence, is be- 
come humble enough to ſupplicate Relief from 


the Caſe, and in à courting way call'd upon as 
his Farber, to ſend that very La%arm, upon — ne- 
ceflary Errand of cooling his ſcorch d and fiery 
Tongue. But no more reſpectful an Anſwer is re- 
turn'd, than what ſerves tor an Exprobration of 


his Folly, both in making ſo impracticable a Peti- 


don, and in bringing Namlelk into ſuch a Stare, 


«© Fon, replies the Patriarch, not without a — 
an abatement of thy heavy Sufferings? Prithee 
© conſider with thy ſelf, che unreaſonableneſs 


K ſuch a Claim, and ry Equity of Gods Pro- 
vg 3 — | 


ceedings 


15S 


tice ; and 'tis but ſeldom, that Pomp and Parade 
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© ceedings with thee. Thy Days of Refreſhment 
cc are paſt, and Lazarw's are come. The Divine 
Mercy has had its proper Seaſon ; now is the 
C Time of Juſtice : The Flames therefore which 
« thou endureſt, are as unquenchable as the Luſts 
« which kindled them. Had not thy Intempe- 
cc rance been ſo exceſſive in thy Life, thy Drought 
&« would not have been fo Affficting after Death: 
© But ſince you were ſo Mad as to Enlarge your De- 
* fires as Hell, and ſtretch them to the utmoſt by 
ce indulging them, tis but fitting they ſhould now 
ce be ſuffered to Act their utmoſt Spight upon 
«© vou, and Everlaſtingly fill your Ears with their 
« Clamorous Importunities. However, an irrever- 
© ſible Decree is paſt upon you, and there is not 2 
« Szint in Heaven, that dare appear for a Miti- 
* gation of your Anguiſh, how Inſupportable 


e ſoever. 


And here let us make a ſtand, to Reflect a little 
upon the ſad Cataſtrophe of guilty Grandeur. 
Men that are poſſeſs d of Riches and Honours, 
are hugely apt to take an undue Advantage of 
their Height, and overlook the Pit of Humilia- 
tion out of which they were digg'd. Having 
Art and Nature at their Beck, They deny them- 


ſelves nothing that their Luſts or their Paſſions 
crave, and fly out. into Extravagancies, as diſtin- 
guiſhing as their Station They rowl on in a 


Circle of Idle Amuſements, and divide their Time 
betwixt Miſchief and Impertinence. This Plea- 
ſure, and That Vanity, ſwallow up the Day, and 
Revellings wing away the Hours of the Night. 


As for the High and Lofty One, that gave them 


what they have and are, He is Below their No- 


give 
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give way to the Homages of the Temple. Not- 


withſtandng, who are the Wiſe and Prudent but 
they? And not a Word muſt be ſaid by way of 
Exception to Their Conduct. But behold, the 
End of theſe Men in the Perſon of our Voluptuary ! 
On a ſudden their Lamp goeth out in Obſcurity, 
and all their glittering Accommodations paſs a- 
Way 4s @ Sbadow, and as a Poſt that baſteth y. Per- 
haps indeed, they deſcend to the Grave with Ce- 
remony, and are Canoniz'd by the Bribd Wit of 
a Mercenary Hiſtorian, as Children of the King- 
dom ; but within a while, the beſt that will be 
ſaid of them, is this, that they are Dead and Bu- 
ried, and ſo ceaſe from Troubling; and . Charity it 
ſelf will give you leave to imagine, that in Hell 
Death gnaweth upon them, and the Righteous fhail Bade 
Dominion over them in the Morning of the Reſurrecti- 
on. Who then would ſet his Heart upon the 
Flaunting Gallantry of Purple and fine Linnen, and 


take it ill of Providence, if he is not in a Con- 


dition to fare ſumptuouſiy every Day? An honeſt 


| Competency biddeth fair for Preference; yea, 


the very Sores of Laxarus are deſireable, when 
ſet againſt a Flouriſhing Iniquity. 


But to proceed, Dives thus perceiving there was 
a Great Gulph fixt between the two Eternities, 
which for ever excluded him from all Communi- 
cation with Happineſs, puts up then an Interceſ- 
ſion of a kind, for his neareſt and yet ſur- 
viving Re Hations. If my own Caſe be ſo fad 
and Irretrievable, I pray thee therefore Father that than 
would ft at leaſt ſend Lazarus to my Native Houſe 
on Earth, to which he may paſs ; For I bave five Bre- 


thren. who tho' they are making their way hither 


as faſt as they can, are as yet on _— = — 
„ ö Ambers 


a 
s Admonition from the Other World. 1 


Chambers of Death. To theſe poor Souls, I beg 
he may be diſpacch'd, to Admoniſh them of what 
He has ſeen, what I endure, and what They muſt 
expect, unleſs they take more heed unto their 
Ways; and thereby to prevent their coming into 
this Place of Torment, For the improvement of 
which Words, I ſhall © . 


Firſt, Conſider the Nature of the thing which 
the Tormented Perſon Requeſts may be Teftifies, 
ther with the Reaſon, why he would have 
That more eſpecially Teftified to his Brethren. And, 


Secondly, Draw ſome practical Obſervations, 
Ficſt,, from the Subject- matter of the requeſted 
Teſtimony; and then, from the ſeveral Inter- 
pretations the Requeſt it ſelf is capable of. 


That there will be 4 Place of Torment for the 
Wicked in another Life, is a Truth fo familiar to 
the Human Underſtanding, that the very Short- 
fghted Heathens, by the Dim Light of Nature 
could diſcover it; a Doctrine ſo Legible in every 
Page almoſt of Holy Scripture, that no one, 
who has ſo much Chriſtianity as to believe, That 
to have been given by Inſpiration of Gd, can have 
ſo little as to doubt it. The Arreſts of Conſcience 
are a boding Inſtinct, and the Verdict of Reaſon 
upom our Actions a ſignificant Intimation. Nay, 
This is the Language of Providence, as well as 
Nature: Preſent Eſcapes of the Axe Gibbet, 
cut out Work for a Future Judgment; and the 
necefficy of Appeals from Earthly Tribunals to 
an Higher Bar, occaſion'd either by Ignorance, 
Prejudice, or Corruption, ſuppoſes a Divine Ven- 
geance in Reſerve, to ſupply the Defects of Hu- 

ts man 
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man Juſtice. But the greateſt Streſs muſt be laid 
upon ſacred Evidence. As therefore, God has 
Power to reckon with the World for Sin, becauſe 
he made it; ſo tis unqueſtionable, he will doo, 
mn we have his Word for't, that cannot 


C3, 3 11 3 
And what is ſo certain in the Event, is moſt 
Terrible in the Reflection. It is a State of ſuch 
complicated Horror, that our very Fears, Which 
uſually ſurmount all other Evils, infinitely come 
ſhort in the Repreſentation of This. It is a State 
ſo full of Wretchedneſs and Miſery, that Miſery 
it ſelf, is much too eaſy a Name to give it. Words. 
here are not forcible, nor Conception big enough: 
For who knows the Energy of the Divine Anger, 
the Extent of its Execution upon the Feſſels of 
Wrath? Who can tell what God can do, whem 
He Corrects us in his Fury, ori what Man ſhall, 
fuffer-when fitted for Perdition 2 However 4 
Draught of Hellmay be borrow'd from Revelation; 
and God Grant we may go no farther for the 
meaning of it. 2 „ttt: o Ad: 


There it is ſet forth by violent Figures, dread- 
ful Emblems and amazing Alluſions. There ic 
is call'd ſometimes, a Priſon, a Dungeon, à Kingdom 
of Darkneſs, ſometimes, à Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
ſometimes, an Element of Weeping, Wailing and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, Diſmal Gloomineſs then and 
intolerable Heat, are the Conſtitution of that 
Dire Region : Bitter Cries and Dolorous Shricks, 
the only Muſick of thoſe Unharmonious Spheres. 
If there be any Converſe in the Curſed Dwell- 
ings ; (all bad Humours meeting to ſower it) It 


is more Uncomfortable than the moſt lamented 
. Solitude: 


a * 
8 * —_ ä Ai 
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Solitude : If any glimmering Intervals of Light 


in the Black Territories, they are worſe than 
Darkneſs it ſelf, becauſe they n only to bring 
in view all the Images of Sorrow round about: 
If the Divine Preſence be diſcern d, tis only in 
the Punitive effects of it: If there be any Proſpect 
of Ceieſtial Glories, it is ſuch a diſtant one, as 
ſerves but to Upbraid and Embirter-the Loſs. 


In Fell, no Faculty lies Idle or Unemployed: 
Nothing is free from: Suffering that can Suffer. 
The Tongue is weatied out in Curſing the 
Place, the Occaſions, the Companions of Sin; 
and Conſcience in fevenging its neglected Couns 
ſels, by Unſilenceable Reproaches. The Imagi- 
nation is buſy in raiſing Ghaſtly Phantoms, and 
the Memory, in recollecting Topicks of Diſquie- 
tude. As for the Paſſions; the Active and Enter- 
prizing Ones of Hope and Confidence, that throw 
Warmth and Chearfulneſs into the Heart, are now 
no more; and thoſe of Fear and Deſpair, of 
Shame and Confuſion, that carry Bitterneſs in 
the ey Sound, are let looſe upon the Man; like 
Maſtifts, to Worry him. The Ears are Grated, 


and the Eyes Conſum'd; the ſmell and the Touch, 


onee the liberal Inlets of guilty Pleaſure, receive 
their particular Diſguſts. The nice Stomach, as 
much as it longs for the ſweet Fumes of Plenty. 
is made acquainted with the gnawing Pains of 
Wind and Emptineſs. And the wanton Members 
would fai be Acting over again the Brutiſh 
Scene, but are not able, and ſo are Afflicted both 
wich Impotence and Deſire. 201 


[ 


Navy, there Is not room for the cheapeſt of Re- 
freſnments, Pity. Condolement' is 4 Tribute 
FRY bere, 
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lere, which the worſt Perſons have receiv'd, and 
the Pooreſt can render. The Laws do not forbid 
us to bewail the Man, whilſt they are puniſhing 
the Malefactor; and Humanity will hardly ſuffer 
the Judge himſelf to behold with dry Eyes, Tears 
falling from thoſe of Criminals. But rhere the 
Wrath of God is ſeconded with the Scorn of An- 
gels; and Redeemed Saints, who were the Hiſ= 
ſing and Off-icouring of the World, take their 
Turn in Mocking at Calamity. All this and In- 
finite more (for tis impoſlible to go to che length 
of the Subject in my Deſcriptions) muſt the 
Damned endure, and that ever | which ons Word 
gives the keeneſt Edge to their Sufferings, an Em- 
phatical Completion to all the Evil that can be 


faid or imagin'd of Punichment. Annihilation is 


often their wiſh, but can never be their Attain- 
ment: They can neither get rid of their Being 
nor any way better it. And this Reflection is the 
very Gall of Bitterneſs. Immortality, formerly 
their Privilege, is now their Curſe, and ſo ſharp 
an Ingredient in :e Cup of Trembling as whentaſted 
by a ſtrong and active Apprekenſion. addeth one 
kind of Hell to another. For ever, For ever! It 
expreſſeth a bottomleſs Abyſs of Sorrow, and is 
of Importance enough to render the ſlight Penance 
of a Fleabite almoſt intolerable. 


Theſe Torments, thus aggravated, our Epicure 
was now groaning under; and you may eaſily 
gueſs, what made him recommend them for a4 


Topick of Perſuaſizn. The Extremity of them, 
His very Senles told him, muſt be, if well conſi- 
dered, the ſtrongeſt and moſt forcible Induce- 
ment to holy Living. There are indeed, a great 
many Motives to that purpoſe that lye nearer, 

G | drawn 
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drawn from the real Lovelineſs of Piety and Tur- 
pitude of Vice; the natural Tendency of the 
One to preſent as well as to future Happineſs, and 
the known. contrariety of the other to Right 
Reaſon, as well as to our true Intereſt. By theſe 
Inferiour Guards God's Holy Mount is ſtreng- 
chen don evefy'fide; But till the beſt Fence a- 
bout Religion, is the awakening Conſideration 
of the Wrath to come: For whereas, ſome of 
the other Arguments may fail; God permitting 
che Righteous for Wiſe and Excellent Ends, which 
He has to ſerve by ſuch a ſeeming Irregularity, 
to ſtruggle under pinching Circumſtances, while 
the Ungodly Swim in Pleaſures and Delights; 
This will hold out and ſtand immoveable; and 
tho Vice ſhould chance to make its Fortune and 
hate the Preemmencs Here, yet Hereafter it will 
aſſuredly be a Loſer, and ſo could have no pre- 
tence to Vie or Diſpute Advantages with Reli- 
gion. The Preſent Judgments- of God too, as 
they are an Uncertain confequence of Impiety, 
fo lizewiſe a tolerable Burden at the worſt, upon 
the Account of Reſpite and other qualifying Ac- 
cidents: Whereas: the Miſeries of Horeafter 
Scorn all Allay and Diſcontinuance, and are as 
Exceſſive in Degree, as laſting in Duration. And 
this notorious difference betwixt things Temporal 
and Erernal, cannot but make a wide Diſparity 
in their Moral Influence. 


Nor are there Circumſtances wanting to heighten 
the Impreſſion of Hell Torments, far above That 
of the Joys of Heaven. Not to mention that 
the Fear of Evil, is a ſtronger Paſſion than the 
Hope of Good; Wicked Men are more Capaci- 
tated for conceiving of the One than the Other, 
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and conſequently more diſpos'd to be wrought 
upon by the former. Darkneſs, One Ingredient 
in Endleſs Woe, is well known to be but an un- 
welcome Companion, uncomfortable tothe Eye, 
and unfriendly to the Mind; cloſing the One, and 
giving Scope and Liberty to the uneaſy. Reflecti- 
ons of the Other. Fire mixt with Brimſtone, 
(Another) ſtrikes very untowardly upon Senſe and 
Fancy ſtrongly repreſents its Vehemence in Pu- 
niſhing the Fleſh. And as for that Reſtleſneis, 
Confuſion and Amazement, that will infallibly 
ſeize upon their Guilty Souls in Another World, 
an Idea thereof may be fram'd from the An- 
guiſh of their wounded Spirits in This, when the 
Arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in them, and 
Cut them tothe Quick with their Corroding Ve- 
nom; when Conſcience charges Sin upon them 
with all its killing Aggravations, and Rouzes up 
ſuch a Swarm of Horrors in their Minds, as they 
are able neither to avoid or endure. But Heaven- 
ly Felicities, like other Divine Myſteries, are 
Fooliſhneſs unto Them, neither can They know them, be- 
cauſe they are Spiritually diſcern d. All the lofty Say- 
ings, that the Holy Writers, or the Spirit of De- 
vo tion furniſh, Work not with Them, any more 
than Lectures of Morality with Brutes. For ?tis 
not other Men's Expreſſions or Opinions that we 
Judge by in moſt Caſes, but our own Appetites 
and Feeling. The Nature of a Thing governs 
the Impreſſion of the Words us'd about it, and 1a 
unleſs That Correſponds with our Diſpoſitions, 
Theſe do not affect our Minds. Now nothing 
at preſent is ſavour'd by the Profligate, but whar 
is Groſs and Earthly like themſelves. To en- 
large to them therefore upon Celeſtial Glories and 
Immaterial Joys, the Light of God*{Countenance, 
5 C. 2 aus 
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and the Beatifick Employment of Seraphins that 
are before the Throne, is like ſpeaking into the 
Air; and the more ſuitable our Diſcourſe is to 
the native Majeſty of the Theme, it is but the 
more unſuitable to Them and conſequently to the 
end of Edifying. Had Felix been advertis d only 
of the Divine Goodneſs, and the good things 
prepar'd by it for Blameleſs Souls, He had per- 
haps been ever at the greateſt Remove from a Re- 
ligious Agony; whereas, the Leſſon of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Temperance and Judgment io come, came 1o 
home to him, as to ſet the Judge a Trembling 
before the Priſoner, The ſenſual Pagan was per- 
fectly Chill'd by the cooling Doctrine; His Coun- 
tenance chang'd Pale as a Carkaſe, and He had 
no other way to Compoſe it, but by Proroguing 
the further handling of that Subject. And this 
muſt needs have been the Caſe of Millions be- 
ſides. The very Queſtion, methinks, that was 
put by thoſe Sinners in Sion, Iſa. 33. Who among 
ust can dwell with devouring Fire? Who among us can 
dwell with Everlaſting Burnings * Should make our 
Hearts like melted Wax within us, ready to re- 
ceive the Divine Impreſſions, and ſoften us into 
Contrition and Amendment. Dives; therefore 
was not out in the Choice of his Argument, when 
he was for ſetting Abrabam to Work in Convert- 
ing Sinners, how much ſoever he might be miſta- 
ken, as to the Conſequences of it in that particu- 
lar way of Application ſo much inſiſted on. 


"_ 


From the Nature then of Future Puniſhments, 
2 their Perſuaſireneſs to Repentance, I in- 
er, 5 

r. The general Cauſe of Men's Impeni- 
dende, that it is nothing elfe but Inconſideration. 
| For 
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For how elſe could we account for the ſeeming 
Contradiction of a Wicked Chriſtian, or an Or- 
thodox Sinner? There are ſuch Men in the 
World, God knows, . and the very firft Glance 
abroad, will help us to too many Inſtances! It 
we mingle in common Converſe, we may ob-_ 
ſerve the ſame Perſons, at one time, arguing 
clearly and judiciouſly for tbe Truth as it u in Feſnr, 
and at another, boldly and. infolently diſpenſing 
with the practical Part of Religion And where 
can we lay the Blame of an outward Conduct, 
ſo oppoſite to the inward Sentiments but at the 
Door of Wilful Incogitancy. Nay, were they 
to let us into the Secret of the Inconſiſtency, the 
account would be, that the Four Laſt Things are 
Speculations not at all for their purpoſe: They 
have not yet took their fill of the Preſent, and 
muſt not damp the Sprightlineſs of Life, and the 
Charms of Pleaſure, with ſuch Gloomy Enter- 
tainments. So that tho they believe, they do not 
tremble, becauſe they believe only in the Groſs, 
without laying a Streſs upon the Objects and 
Grounds of Credibility. It is ſaid of Faith, that 
it overcometh the World, and no doubt it would do 
ſo, if exercis'd by Reflection. Great are the Pow- 
ers of the World to come in à moral Senſe ; but we 
muſh afford It its due weight in our Minds, in 
order to give It its full Influence on our Manners, 
For what is out of Thought, is, as to all Intents 
that ſhould be ſerv'd by it, out of Being too; 


and as Bitter 'Things as God has writ againſt Sin, 


they are all but Dead Letters, till they are tran- 


ſcrib'd from the Bible into the Imagination. The 
Roman Governour, above- mention d, could be 
eaſie upon diſmiſſing his Grave Monitor; and 
the Fewiſh Nobleman fenc'd, off Melancholy, by 
5 | turning 
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turning his Back upon Moſes and the Prophets. But 
the ſtouteſt Champions of Satens Warfare cannot 
look Damnation in the Face : The Idea ſhocks, 
the Approach confounds. Witneſs the Living Re- 
cantations of ſome, the Dying Speeches of others, 
and the Relenting Moods of the moſt Hardned, 
in the Day of Sickneſs, or the Houſe of Mour- 
ning. Whatever makes way for Conſideration, 
giveth them a Look towards Converſion : And 
the Pains of Hell need only be contemplated, to 
be avoided, I infer therefore, 


24ly, The Duty, both of Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, that the One ſhould frequently inculcate 
Them to their Charge, and the Other be thank- 
ful to them for ſo doing. Whenever We, of 
the Sacred Miniſtry, out of Compaſlion for Souls, 
and a Charitable Deſign to ſnatch them as Fire- 
brands out of the Fire, Diſplay before you the Judg- 
ment of the Great Day, and its dreadtul Conſe- 
quences in all their Terrors ; the Imputation of 
throwing Men into Deſpair is preſently caſt 
upon us, and we are revil'd as / Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, But not to mention that, to our 
own Maſter we t and or fall, and muſt account for 
all the Parts of our Conduct, and not to them, 
over whom the Holy Ghoit has made us Overſeers ; 
the Charge we abhor, and haye reaſon to ſay, 
with St. Paul, upon a like abuſive Occaſion, 
Their Damnation u juif, Who flanderouſly inflict 
It. 


Of all Men Living it muſt not be expected 
from us, to deal tenderly with the B'ind-fide of 
humane Nature, and flatter up Tranſgreſſors in 
their Iniquit ies. Neceſſity laid upon as, to open 

to 
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to you the whole Counſel of God; and Woe be to us, if 
we Preach not the Goſpel, the Threats and Intermi- 
nations, as well as the Comforts and Conſolati- 
ons of it. We are God's Repreſentatives to the 
People, and come to them in his Name, and ſo 
ought to ſpeak out Boldly what He has given us 
in Commiſſion, Knowing the Terrers of the Lord 
We muſt endeavourto perſwade Mew, and by Them, 
as by ſo many Goads, drive thoſe Brutiſh Crea- 
tures into the Paths of Life, who will not be At- 
tracted by tbe Bands of a Man, by the endearing 
Propoſals of an exceeeding great Reward, Know- 
ing of what ſore Puniſhment they will be thought 
Werthy, who refuſe to hear Moſes and the Prophets, 
we cannot but Command their Attention in the 
moſt Autoritative manner we are able, we cannor 
but Remonſtrate, that in Caſe of ſtubborn Inad- 
vertency, When the Son of Man ariſes to ſhake ter- 
ribly the Earth, Heaven Above will abandon them, 
and Hell Beneath, will move ber ſelf to meet them as 

their coming. 12 a800 | 


This was the uſual Method of the great A- 
poſtle .in his Preachings ; to wit, to prepare the 
Heart by Alarm'ring the Ear, and make ſad Ac- 
counts of Eternity, a Preamble to Inſtructions. 
And in this too, we have Chriſt for an Enſample, 
who could no more ſpeak ſmootb Things to the 
Wicked, than he could do an Ill one Himſelf, Ae 
unto Thee, Chorazin ! Woe unto Thee Bethlaida ! was 
his piercing Language ; and He repeats it Thrice 
in the ſpace of a few Verſes, for a Memento to 
thoſe who ſpare ſome Favourite Corruption, 4 
Rig be Hand or a Right Eye; that in Hell their Worms 
Dieth not, and their Fire 11 not quenched. Which ſin- 


ple Sentence out does the ſaddeſt Amplifications 
of 
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of Human Rhetorick, and gives darker Colours 
than the blackeſt Ink can, to a miſerable Eternity. 


But it is faid, by laying about ſo terribly with 
the Artillery of Woe and Wrath and Hell, We 
greatly diſturb the Minds of our Auditors. It 
may be ſo, as to ſome of them; but it may he 
too, their condition is ſuch as requires the Voice 
of Thunder; that a Carnal Lethargy has got the 
better of chem, and nothing elſe could call 
Reaſon in order to a Reſentment of their Sin and 
Danger. Poſſibly they are in a State of Wrath, 
and ſhould not they be under the Apprehenſion of 
it? *Tis true, did they mean to be Damned, This 
would be a Tormenting Them before the time; 
but they cannot mean ſo, and therefore This 
comes as a Preſervative. But if they really do, 
there is the greater Reaſon ſtill to Teſtiñ̃e touching 
the Place of Torment. Obſtinate Impenitence has 
no Right to be humoured. Muſt They hate the 
Word, becauſe it Propbecieth no good concerning them 2 
Muſt We Stifle it, becauſe in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 
it 11 quick and powen ful, ſearching even to the dividing - 
oder of Soul and Spirit, the Foin's and Marrow, and © 
is @ Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart 
There were nothing of Sting or Terror in it, did 
not their guilty Conſciences bring the Evil home 
to themſelves, whiſpering in the Ear, Tb art 
rbe Man, againſt whom ſuch Threatnings and 


Curſes are Denouncd, Let them therefore get 


clear of Guilt, and then by that very Herd, they 
will be Comforted. that before diſquieted them, 
when they are no longer liable to its Condemna- 
tion. Beſides, all Chriſtians are Commanded to 
ſerde the Lord with Fear, and to Work out their Salva- 
tion with great Trembling ; and where is the mighty 
£4 Hurt 
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Hurt, if by true, tho dreadful, Accounts of the 
Impaſſible Gulpb, we be frightned into Abrabam's 
Boſom, as Infants are by ugly Appearances into 
the Arms of their Father? Some Wiſe in their 
Generation are for mincing their - Maſter's Er- 
rand, and. Others :. as mit in their um Conceits, 
would have it ſo; but let the Men of Modera- 
tion know, they Wound with One Hand. whilſt 
they Stroak with t other. And better were it ſure; 
we were. Tormented into Health, than Sooth'd 
mo Deflruction. i t „ 5 oct 
In to ei ni Au ina 0 0120 
3. Hence again, I infer with St. Chryſeſtom the 
Merciful Intention of the Divine Menadces a- 
gainſt Impenitent Sinners; that He therefore 
— 7 earn becauſe he world have All 
te be Saved. Such is the Diſingenuity of Many, 
that let the Bleſſed Jeſus be repreſented with all 
his Tender Attributes about him; as a Gracious 
Advocate interceding in Heaven for their Admiſ- 
ſion into it, as an Indulgent Prince holding fortit 
a Scepter of Peace to Relenting Subjects; Let ſuch 
Fa vour be ſbeam to the Wicked: ct will they not. earn 
Rig hreouſarjs), Iſa.” 26. Overtures and Condeſcen- 
ſions àre loſtrupon Ingratitude n Hut if ever they 
give themſelves leave in. their edoler Seaſons to 
view him in another Light, as an Angry Judge, 
. that will By no means clear te Gritty 3-48 à Cer- 
ſuming Fre, that ſhall burn up ail the Vn godiy of the 
Earth like Stubble ; This may chance to Orer- 
power Obſtinacy, to: ſtrike! chem Dead! to the 
ſofteſt Embraces of the World, render then, us 
Moroſe to all its gay and wanton Ilumeurs, s 
they were before to the Dictates vi Sober Rea- 
fon ; and by Exciting in them an holy Fer, which 
is the Beginning of m—_— niake way for che. ſin- 
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cere Love of God and Goodneſs, which is the 
Perfection of it. And I doubt not, but Thou - 
ſands of thoſe that make-up the Quire in Glory, 
upon ſach Motives were call'd off from extreme 
Debauchery, and have abundant Reaſon to thank 
God, for the Revelation of | bis Wrath. from Heaven a- 
gainſt all Unrih bteouſneſs of Men, as the Thing which 
firſt Open d their Eyes, and Scar'd them into the 
way thitler. Now-if tis Chieffy the more tim- 
erous Paſſions, that befriend Vertue, and keep 
us to our Good Behaviour, the Threats of Eternal 
Vengeance, that keep thoſe Paſſions Awake and 
upon Duty, muſt be aldw'd, Wholſom Provifions, 
and to Proclaim that God is Gracious. When 4 
Diſtracted Perſon is endehvouring to throw. up 
kis Being, he knows not why, tis a Charity to 
bind him, tho' it be with Fetters of Iron. Since 
therefore, God foreſaw we ſhould otherwiſe run 
away from our Happineſs, and fatl:of:entring into 
his Reſt, it was excłeding kind in him, to Chain 
up our Feet with heavy Denunciations of Puniſh- 
ment; and the ſtronger his Bands are the more 
they. Expreſs his loving kindneſs, becauſe the 
more they oblige us to be kind eo our ſelves, and 
true to _ o,] r Intereſt.iꝛ·˖ % r 
The Socinians ſurely little think of This, when 
they are Labouring wich all their Engines of Wit 
and Sophiſtry, to extinguiſh the Everlaſting Burn- 
igt. Tis not Juſt, by no means Juſt, ſay Theſe 
Bold Men fitting in Judgment upon their Maker, 
to requite a ſhort Life of Sin, with an Eternity 
of Puniſhment, God would be Unripbreous, if he 
thus tee Vengeance; and ihe Unprofitable Servants, if 
neverto be Delivered out of che Tormentor's Hands, 
would Pay infinitely more than the Urmoſ# _—_ 
that 
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that is Due from them, But this Opinion that 
Paſſes for Reaſon among the Carnal, muſt needs 
go for Abſurdity among the Rational and Unpreju- 
dic d. For not to Argue againſt it from the Com- 
mon practice of Earthly Judicatories, that ſcruple 
not to Puniſh the Miſcarriages of an Hour with 
Impriſonment for Life, which is Our For Ever 
Here; That Appointment cahhot be Unjuft, 
which is found Merciful, and whether what we are 
Speaking of, has not been found fo, I appeal to All 
who owe their Converſion to it and their Hap - 
pineſs. Tis the part of Wiſdom to proportion 
Ends and Means, and till they can ſpecify what 
Severities ſhore. of Infinite could ſecure x ſincere; 
tho* but Temporary, Obedience, in order to an 
Eternal Recompence, I'would Beſeech them to 
let God alone who allotted them, and not be fq 
over-buſy with his Juſtice, which they Cannot 
Fathom. _.. ; : 
A mere Heathen in his Life of Pompey, 
could ſay of Providence, Tit à point f Divmity be- 
longing only to God, and ought to bs ſuffered to act accord- 
ing to its own Scheme and Method. And 0 have 
often ſtood amaz?d at the Conduct of our Refined 
Reaſoners. For to what purpoſe is all this waſt 
of Time and Thought, and Breath, about the 
Secrets of the Divine Xconomy ? St. Paul him- 
ſelf, with all his Vifcons and Revelation: knew not 
much, and what he did, he knew but in Part ; and 
thoꝰ ſnateb d up to take a Turn in a Brighter World, 
could not get his Sight ſo far mended, as to ceaſe 
Seeing thro' a Glaſs darkly. And will They of Yeſter- 
day (ho for that Reaſon may be preſum'd to 
know nothing, according to Fob Ch. 8. ver. 9) ſet 
up for Illuminated Apprehenſions? The Stars of 
A : | © Heaven 
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Heaven challenge them to give a Reaſon of their 
Order, Motions, Influences, and Baffle them. 
The leaſt Appearances or Productions of the low- 
er World, 1 into, turn them back 
diſappointed, as meer Dunces in the Book of 
Nature. And will they then Vote their Sorry 
ſelves a Match for Infinity, and Hope to find our 
the Almighty to Perfection? Al, fs! Poor pretending 
Gnoſticks! They are in a Vale, for all their 
Lofty Boaſts, in a Dark Vale, as well as their Fel- 
low Mortals; and that Blocketh up our Proſpect, 
to teach us. Queſtionleſs, that Action and not 
Speculation is Our Buſineſs Here. Whilſt they 
then Diſpute; Let Us. Obey; whilft they pick 2 
needleſs Quarrel with Creeds, Let Us Live ac- 
Yrding to them; and then, no doubt, whatever 
Pecbmes of the Philoſophizing Scribe, and Imper- 
tinent Diſputers of his Morld, that venture out of 
their Depth, We ſhall be ſafe and arrive at length 
at the Hawen, where we would be ; that is, for Be 
lieving in God, the Father, Son, and "Holy Ghoſt 
and aflenting Cordially to all the other Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, obtain infallibly, as true 
Members of the, Holy Catbolick Church, ibe Forgive- 
meſs of - Sims, and the Reſurrection of our Bodies to 
L WRT Rt Ba vr 4 \ 
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* from the Other World: 


Or, The STORY of 


DIVES and LAZARUS 
Practically Improy'd, Oc. 


8 ERM O N II. 


S.. Luke xvi. * 27, 28. 


Then he faid, I pray thee thereſore, Fa- 
ther, that thou wouldſt ſend him to my 
* Father's Houſe: For I have five Bre- 
thren, that he may teſtiſie unto them, 
left the 7 alſo come into this place of 


torment. 


Fo JV IS obſerv'd of the Scripture in Gene- 
ral, that the more it is Perus'd, the 
3 UE more it is Endear'd to our Peruſal. O- 
ther Old Authors are New only to a 
Bad Memory, and are Beholden for the' Second 
ntertainment that they give us, to our forget- 
ing of the former One. Burt the Bible always re- 
turns __ us Freſh as the Morning; and the 
. Fg 
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Paſſages that pleas'd us once, want only 10 be read 
again to revive the Pleaſure. This Obſervation 
is certainly true, wich regard to the Parable or 
Hiſtory before Us; than which nothing ſure can 
be more moving or impreſſive upon Human Paſ- 
ſion. If we lean in the leaſt toward a Devout 
Melancholy, a Religious Penſiveneſs, It muſt 
needs Affect us a- new, ay time 'tis repeated, 
with a pleaſing Horror, and find the Imagination 
inclinable to follow, wherever That will carry it. 


It is a well deſign'd Fiction, if it be a Fiction, 
of another Strain from Human Inventions. They. 
leave Vertue ſhamefully in the Lurch; allow her 
indeed ro Conquer, but not to Triumph. Vice 
has all the Favour that the Witty can ſhew it, or 
the Profligate deſire. Tis a rarę Thing indeed 
for Poerick Juſtice to bring it to Penance and 
Recollection! Whereas in This Divine Compo- 
ſition, the Introductory Scenes are not more ſes 
vere, than the Cloſe is Juſt. Here we have have 
a Lewd Nobleman, for his fhameful Abuſe of 
Better, receiving Evil Things in great Abundance ; 
and Here we have an Innocent Beggar, for his 

atient Acquieſcence under the Denial of all 
ercy, but what the more Compaſſionate Dogs 
afforded him, finding an Hoſpitable Reception at 
the Everlaſting Gates, and admitted to ſitdown with 
the Renowned Worthies of -Antient Times in the 
din Kingdom. Tis ſaid of the One, as 
Pompon as his Life had beęn and full of Flouriſh, 
Only, tat be Dyed and 13; Buried ( the Ceremo- 
dial Part is now dropt for ever) but'of the - 
ther, that be Dyed and thereupon was carried by the 
Angels into Abraham's Haſom. The One i, Tormented, 
and tho Other Comforted. And former Inequali- 
A 5 ties 
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ties of Providence, which the Degenerate Sex is 
bid ro Remember, are made the Ground of that At- 
ter- diſtinction, which he ſo ſenſibly Feels. Nor are 
the Accounts only Ballanc'd ; but moreover the 
-Right Worſhipful Criminal, that Once would not 
ſtoop to the God that made him is brought as. it 
were upon his Knees, in a way of Recantatioh of 
paſt Follies, Ipray Tbee therefore Fat ber, that Thou wauldſt 
ſend bim to my Fathers Houſe : For I bawe five Brabren, 
Brethren Alaſs! in Iniquity as well as Blood, that 
He . may Teſtify unto Them, left They alſo come 
into this Place of Tormem, Melting Words in- 
deed ! very ſuitable to the ſad Occation: And 
tho they could not touch Abraham with the leaſt 
Co ion, becauſe it was the Time of Juſtice 
when they were ſpoken, yet they cannot chuſe, 
but give Us a Thought and a Reflection, that may 
be of ſervice in this Day of Marcy and Salvati- 
on However they are capable, as was before 
intimated. of ſeveral Interpretations, and conſe- 
quently of ſeveral uſeful Inferences. Firſt, Some 
' ſuppoſe them to flow entirely from that Natu- 

— — and Inbred Tenderneſs, which Dives 
brought with him into the World, and carried out 
of it. They think him like the reſt of the Fews 
his Countrey Men, who had Bowels enough for 
a Brother-1/rae/ite, but none for a Poor- Samaritan, 
and are perſwaded, that tho' he regarded not 
Strangers (underſtood by the Fictitious Name ef. 
Lazarus) yet he had nor ſo far put off the Im- 
preſſes of Humanity and Pity, as to grow indit- 
ferent to his Own Fleſh and Blood; and there- 
fore look upon this good Office of an Hopeleſs 
Wretch, as the pure Reſult of his formęr kind- 
neſs, and Brotherly Affection. | 
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There goes a World of Charity to the framing 
of this Notion. That the Happy Dead ſhould 
take thought for the Living, Axiſtotie ery 

| ip, which 
in their Separate State they can't be tempted to 
reſgzad : And the moſt rigid Proteſtant will al- 
low, the Church Triumphant prays in General 
for the good Eſtate of the Church Militant. But 
tho Their Love & confeſſedly ſtronger 1han Death, 
yet 'tis ſtrange, Everlaſting Burnings ſhould not ex- 
tinguiſn His. Notwithſtanding there is ſome 
Colour for the Charitable Opinion, For had a 
fecret Impulſe of Nature, a real Principle of 
Love, puſh'd him on, he could not have pleaded 
in Terms of greater Vehemence, or laid out 
Himſelf more in the Service of his Brethren. He 
makes a very Pathetick Addreſs in Their Behalf : 
He ſingles out among the Celeſtial Courtiersa 
moſt proper Perſon to apply te, even the Boſom- 
Friend of God and the Beloved Father of his Neo- 
ple, One whom the Almighty had oft admitted 
to plead with him, 'and- thar had often mediated 
for them with Succeſs ;+ This venerable Saint he 


falls proſtrate before, telling him the ſad Story 


of their ſpiricual Condition, and beſeeching.with- 
al, it might be ſpeedily mended by an Extraordi- 
nary Interpoſition of Grace and Favour :' For it 
were a thouſand Pities, Perſons ſo Dear to ham 


thould ſtumble upon that Receptacle which Him- 


ſelf by ſad Experience had found to be a lace of 
Torment. And although the Patriarch aſſures him 
they were already bleſt with means ſufficient tor 


their Converſion ; he will not take this for a De- 


nial of farther ones; he renews his Efforts, as if 
reſolv'd to weary into a Conceſſion whom he 
could 
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could not win; moves again for another ſort of 
Application, which, becauſe ſtrange and uncom- 
mon, might have as wonderful an Effect He 
hop'd a Diſmal Narrative of Tophet might be 
affecting, if offered to them with all its Advan- 
tages; that ſuch Intelligence, from ſuch a Perſon 
as Lazarus, in ſuch Circumſtances, would take 
hold of their Stubborn Conſciences, that were 
not to be come at any other way: However, it 
was his Earneſt Entreaty, an Experiment might 
be made to that purpoſe. When, One would have 
imagin'd, his own Perſonal Sufferings ſhould haye 
fixt his Mind, and Sorrow been his Only Paſ- 
Goh ; he has a Thought and à flight of Zeal for 
them, 'and like a Brotber-born for Adverſity, Studi. 

oully endeavours the prevention of Theirs. The 
trouble for what They might Hereafrer endure, 
in appearance prevail d over the bitterneſs of what 
He actually did; and the Impreſſions of Hell- 
fire ſeem to be loſt in the Tranſport of his Af- 
fection. Surely then the Empire of Divine 
Charity is very wide, ſince it has a leſſer influence 
in the very Element of Hatred, and Reigns in 
fome meaſure among the Damned. Chariry never 
fails : Heaven is its Native Seat; and Hell it ſelf, 
if the preſent Suppoſitioi be true, can deny its 
Own Intereſt in Complement to it. And what 4 

ſad Thing tis, the Sublunary World doth not too 
partake of its kindly Governance, its incompa- 

rable Sweetneſs! Alaſs, Alaſs ! but very Few are 
Rul'd by its Wiſe Suggeſtions and Experience its 

Lovely Charms! 


To paurſae things wherewith one may Edify A- 
not ber, to inſtruct Men in the Great Points 
which pertain to the Ks of Gcd, and _ 
E nem 
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them by the Hand to Eternal Happineſs, is the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, but not of Chriſtians. 
More act the Tempter, than the Monitor, and ſo 

they can but make a Competent Proviſion for the 

Body, are ready enough to give up the Concern, 
of their Own, and Other Men's Souls. 


"But is This to tread in the Steps of our Publick- 
ſpirited Saviour, whoſe Hiſtory tis in Little, that 
be went about doing good! Is This to do the Will of our 
Father on Earth, as it is done by the Holy Angels 
n Heaven, who Mermiſter to the Heirs of Salvation, 
Weep for the Sinner, and rejoice over- the Peni- 
tent! Is This to come up to the Generoſity of 
the Man in Torments! who ſaidin a moſt Em- 
phatical Accent, I pray Thoe therefore Father, &c. 
And what could he ſay, what do more for the Re- 
formagion of his Wicked Kindred? O Let us 
learh aum at leaſt from the Infernal World. 
and ſcorn to be out-done by them. rhat Periſh, It | 
che Inhabitants of Darkneſs can caſt their Eyes, 
back upon Mortality, and reſent the Miſconduct 
of their Father's Houſe ; It behoves Us certainly, 
the Children of the Light, and of the Day, not to 
Sleep over our Capacities of Doing Good, not. 
to confine our Thoughts, Affections and Endea- 
yours within the narrow Sphere of Perſonal Ad- 

vantage; but to think our ſelves Intereſted in O- 
thers, and in purſuance of ſuch a Thought, to 
Way-lay Occaſions of ſerving them ; to make it 
our Heart's Deſire, aud Prayer to God that they may 
be Saved, and by all means Poſſible, Counſel, 
Correction and Example, ſet forward their Eter- 
nal Welfare A Soul born to Heaven on the 
Wings of Piety thro' our Conduct will Chaunt 
out there, Our as well as its Redeemer's Praiſes ; 
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this is better — than to have the Spirits in 
riſon, comparatively Pitiful, riſe up in Judgment 
againſt us and Cond:mn us. 


Others preſuming, that Hell Furnace burns al- 
ways with its proper Flames, that there is not a 
N 75 of this Seraphick Fire of Love there, but 
all Human tender Affections dye away; account 
for this Petition of the Rich Man, by reſolving it 
into ſomething elſe, than the Qualms of Sy mpa- 
thy, I mean, into an aſpiring Mood or Sally of 
Ambition. They imagine, that as he might be 
apt to think His Family was of Figure enough 
to Claim the Honour of more particular notices 
concerning the State of Eternity, ſo although 
Himſelf lay conſign'd over to Shame and Everlaſt- 
ing Contempt, yet he Aﬀected the Credit of having 
That however received up into Glory. This was the 
Senſe of no leſs a Perſon than Cardinal Cajeran ; 
nor, that Authority aſide, do I eſteem the — * 
ture ſo very trifling. when I conſider the Parallel 
conductiof ſome exceeding Vicious Perſons in this 
World, toward very near Relations, what a Pride 
they take in Their Godly Heaven-Ward Courſes, 
and with what an Air of Vanity they will men- 
tion Their Proficiency in Religion; as if the 
Luſtre of Domeſtick Vertues reflected a' Repu- 
tation great enough to hide the Infamy of Perſo- 
nal Vices. Without Diſpute, Piety was a ſure 
Foundation to Build a laſting Fame upon, infi- 
nitely ſurer than the Landi call d after His own 
Name ; and He had Reaſon to think His Father's 
Houſe, if thus ſupported, would abid? in Honour, 

ea, continue for Exer. And if his Affectation lay 
ere, it was a very becoming one, and ſuch as 'tis 
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to be Wiſhed, All the Living may Affect to Im- 
itate. Ambition of This Colour looketh Grace- 
ful, and ſuch Pride ſurely; as carries out the Soul 
to Generous Purſuits, Was made for Man. Were 
there no worſe Quality in him than This, He 
would be allow'd to have very Good ones, and it 
would be juſt Matter of wonder, how he came 
to want and be denied the poor cordial of a 
Drop of Water. If they that provide not for their 
own Houſhold may be reproach'd with being 
worſe than Infidels; He that would do ſo and 
that in the higheſt Inſtance imaginable; furniſh- 
eth out a commendable Precedent for' Chriſtians. 
It argues doubtleſs a noble diſpoſition and a Brave 
mind, to wiſh that Advantage to others which 
we cannot Acquire to our Selves. None but Ab- 
jets and Little Spirits are for putting a Check 
to the Bounties of Providence, and ſtopping the 
Current of Gods Favours. As it would be hard 
meaſure, if one Mans Miſcarriage were a Bar 
ro Anothers Attainment; - ſo it would be a vile 
Act to Deſire that it might be ſo. God forbid 
Infelicities ſhould be ſpreading! ' Although mine 
were to be Expung'd, yet may my Neighbour's 
Name be Regiſtred in rbe (Book of Life. 


. 


* Others again, look upon this Conſtruction of 
the Requeſt, as ftrain'd and: wide of Probability; 
as an Amuſement, rather than a Truth: They 
are too well Vergd, they think, in the Hiſtory of 
the Damn'd, to pronounce them'clear: of Malice 
and Envy; that they take no Delight or Solace 
in Sin and Wickedneſs, in the Diſhonour of God, 


rte. Kettlewell in his Prafical Belie ver, Part II. Folio, Page 13 5. 
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and the Shame of Men. They preſume too, 
the ſight of Abrabam and Lazarus Glorified would 
never have been mention'd as a Grievance, had 
wretched Dives had at Heart the Happineſs of Q- 
thers: Tis their Sentiment therefore, His Ser- 
vices ſmell ſtrongly of Deſign, and all this good 
Nature was but Intereſt in Diſguiſe; that re- 
membring how he had left behind an Inventory 
of Guilts, (as well as Goods) to be ſhar d amongſt 
them by Imitation, he fear'd he ſhould be par- 
taker with them of their Puniſhments, as well as 
their Sins, and find his own Torments magnified 
by their coming to that Place of Horror; and fo 
was forward in preſſing their Converſion. not 
purely as a Bleſſing to Them, but as a Kindneſs 
to Himſelf, Nor is the Comment, as Ill natur'd. 
as it ſeems, Ill-grounded.. For Miſery after Death 
is Progreflive, atleaſt, in the Interval of the Day 
of Judgment; and capable of Additions propor- 
tionable to the ſurviving Effects of a Wicked Life. 
Every Man muſt bear bis own Burden of Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and his Neighbour's too, ſo far as he has 
had an Hand in making it. Pernicious Doctrines 
and Practices may be Corrupting Others Above 
Ground, while the Authors are rotting Under it, 
and thereby inflame their Reckoning beyond Ex- 
preſſion: For if the preſent Fruits thereof are 
put to their Account, there can be no Reaſon 
given, why all this After-Miſchief thould go for 
nothing. If the Living are infected by the Dead, 
the Dead muſt anſwer for the Contagion. And 
upon this Score, no doubt, this Leader in Un- 
righteouſneſs, went about to Retrench the Scan- 
dal of his Example; as knowing that the Grave 
it ſelf, which was a Protection from new Inſtances 
of Perſonal Sin, could be none againſt ä 
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Guilt. He remembred them that were in the 
Bonds of Iniquity, as being in effect Buund with. 
them, and liable it choſe Bonds were not taken 
off by the Hand that help'd to put them on, ta 
bear a part of the penal Conſequences. 


Nor is an heavier Portion, the Reſult only of 
a'Divine Award, but would follow of Courſe up- 
on the Ruin of our Brethren. For tho' ſome 
taking their Eſtimate of future from Temporal 
Troubles, may hope to find Hell the more Tole- 
rable, if it ſhould be their Lot to inherit it, be- 
cauſe, Many there be that go in at the Wide Gate 
and that the more Miſery they ſee round about, 
the Leſs they ſhall feel themſelves ; yet Society in 
Endleſs Sorrows is ſo far from dividing, that it 
really Multiplies them, ſo far from Adminiſtring 
2 Cordial to the Miſerable, that it makes them 
much more ſo by Reflection. Such a Conſort of 
Woes, as is made up by an Infinite Croud of A- 
bandon'd Creatures, Labouring under the Weight 
of Almighty Vengeance, muſt needs be very 
Vexatious and Heart breaking, Such a Confus'd' 
ſound of Skrieks and Howlings, as fills thoſe 
Loathſom Habitations, muſt needs be very hide- 
ous and inſupportable. But among the numerous 
Sufferers, none Drink fo deep of 1be Cup of Trem- 
bling and AFtoniſhment, as thoſe that Periſh not a- 
lone in their Iniquityj. Fot thus ſowing Deſtruction 
Plentifully, the Reap Curſes plentifully ; and the 
tad Eternity they have brought upon their Bre- 
tbren, is taken up in Avenging them, with the 
loudeſt Peals of Invective and Accuſation. 


well therefore might the Rich man Expreſs a 
very feeling Concern for the Souls of thoſe he 
SHE 9-2 had 
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had left behind the Succeſſors of his Vices as 
well as his Poſſeſſions: Well might he be for 
Waving an Interview which he knew full well 
would be but diſagreable and irkſom; and have 
no mind to ſpend an Infinity of Ages with ſuch 
miſerable Comforters that would be continually up- 
braiding him with the Lofs of thoſe many pre- 
cious moments they laugh'd and ſinn'd away 
with him. And let this be a caution to all Pa- 
rents as well as other Relations; to all Maſters 
as well as other Superiours in Age or Digni- 
ty ; nay to every Man in e e cy 
to wall circumſpettly and provide things honeſt in the 
175 of all Men. Tis obſervable of too many 
that they no more care what others think than 
what Themfelves do, and are as unconcern'd a- 
bout the Influence as the Nature of their Carri- 
age: Nay, they are fo far from caſting” 4 Veil 
over their Criminal Liberties ' that they make 
even Children, Pupils, Servants, every Body, Wir- 
neſses of them. Let Us on the Contrary con- 
ſider always e' re we Addreſs our ſelves to Acti- 
ons, what Stage we are to act upon, who ſhall 
be SpeRators, and what Impreſſion ſuch or ſuch 
a Method of acting is like to haye upon them; 
and order our Behaviour accordingly, for the Pre- 
vention of ſcandal and the furtherance of true 
Religion. Let Us ſtrive with our utmoſt Efforts 
to Subvert the Kingdom of Satan, to weaken 
the Powers of Darkneſs, to keep it as Emp- 
ty of Souls as it is full of Horrors, if not out of 
Pity to thoſe Souls for bom Chrirt died, yet at 
leaſt out of Charity to Our own dear Perſous, 
that may doubly Suffer for Want of ſuch Ten- 
derneſs and Pity. If Men muſt be at infinite 


Pains to Damn themſelves, and are reſoly'd to 
MY cake 
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take up their Abode in Hell, yet I-would Beſeech, 
them to ſee thar as few as poſlible do follow their 
Steps thither, left they ſhould hereafter Complain 
of too much Company, where they cannot have 
too little. For who in his Senfes would provide 


himſelf Tormentors, and lay the Foundation of 
a Correſpondence there as diſquieting as durable? 


WE. 1,0 PNG EB ib 72 217 TIM 
Again there is anather Opinion touching the. 
Re er; Dives for his Bretbren, chat in AAin 1 
as their Solicitor, he intended to be his own 5 - 
vocate, and in an Artificial way aſcribes his for- 
ter (as well as their Preſent) Unbelief, to the 
want rather of ſufficient Conviction from God, than 
of due Attention in Himſelf. This is the Drift 
of both Petitions, and Perſonal. Hardſhip was. 
the Ground he went upon. He is not indeed o- 
pen or Undiſguis d er „The Firſt literally 
reſpects only out ward Relief; but his Call for” 
Water, had hardly been ſo loud, had he not, 
thought it his Right as much as his Neceſſity; 
and that he formerly ſtood in need, no leſs of, 
* Information touching the. Pains of, Hell 

ian he did no of Refreſhment under them In 
che Eatter too, he Works in the. Dark, and at a, 
Diſtance; but the Patriarch Spells out his retired 
meaning, and to ſuch à fly Innuendo, the Reply 
is admirably Adapted. He firſt remits the Men 
to Moſes and the Prophets for their Catechiſm ; In- 
rimating that thoſe Guides, if depended on for. 
Direction, would have Conducted-both-them and 
him ſafe to the Land of Promiſe: And when the 
ſame Demand of Additional Advices is urg d a- 
freſh, he returns upon him with this Anſwer, 
that might be Conſtru da Reflection as well as 
a Repulle, that ſuch an Experiment would not 5 

Wort 


Admonition from the Other World. 33 
worth the making; upon the Miſcarriage of the 


ſtanding. Methods, as likely to prove Unſucceſs- 
tul as it was unneceſſary, 


F3 


do that I obſerve three Things, - eaſily diſco- 
verable in Dives his way of Reaſoning. 1. The 
Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart; the great Pro- 
penſity of all the Sons of Adam to Stave off 
the blame of their Evil Actions from themſelves, 
The ſorry Wretch could eaſily perſwade him- 
ſelf, He was hardly dealt mh by his Maker ; 
and that if the Almighty had not been wanting 
on his part, in the point of Inſtruction, He 
poor Man had never come ſhort in the mars 
ter of Duty, never certainly have blunder d in- 
to the Pit of Deſtruction, The Bent of his 
Soul, if you'll believe him, was towards that which 
is Good; He only needed a clearer Knowledge 
to make him. a Saint in this world, and an An- 
gel of Light in the next. Theſe, Probably. 
were his fond Conceits, upon putting up the 
Idle and Impertinent Petition. And this Aſ- 
ſurance he Copied from his Firſt Parents. No 
ſooner. had Adam Sinned, but he had a Cur- 
tain ready (tho' but of a Cobweb) to draw 
over the Tranſgreſſion. The Woman (ſays he up- 
bn being 'queſtion'd about it by God) which 
Thou gaveſt to be with me, She gave me of the 
Forbidden Tree, and 1 did Eat. © That is, what 
& was offered for an Aid, has prov'd a Snare: 
* Tf I had not had this Bleſſed Help-meet to 
© lead me on, I had never went a ſtep toward 
* the Breach of thy Commandment : What 
© J have done therefore is rather my Mistor- 
tune than my Fault: My Deſtruction is not 
of my Self. | | 
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At the ſame rate of Perverſeneſs do Ungod- 
ly Men argue ſtill; as if there were no Sin, 
where there is no Confeflion, Tis common 
with them to lay the filth of their own Dung- 
hill at the inoffenſive Door of Nature and Pro- 
vidence, and to aſcribe every miſcarriage to 
the Unhappineſs of their Frame or of their Cir- 
cumſtances, to the Malignant —_— they 
were Born under, or the degenerate ſtate of the 
Age they live in. They cannot find in their 
Hearts to be angry with themfelves, and dare 
avouch for their Wills, that they are not Stubborn, 
how untoward ſoever their Conſtitution may be. 
In ſhort if the Son of Man comes ſhall be find Sin 
on the Earth? Certainly, admit our little So- 
_ phiſtries, 'Sleights, Subterfuges, Diſtinctions, E- 

vaſions, notwithſtanding the many offences that 
are in the. World, there is not an Offen- 
der, none that dotb Evil, 2% not one. The Flesh 
bids us do this, and we do it; and when it is 
done, carnal Reaſon Officiouſly ſteppeth in with 
ns: ice ie t. r 

Secondly, Tis worth obſerving how ſe- 
cular Grandeur ſettetn up for. ſingular Re- 
gard from Divine Providence. By the ſwellings 
of this Bubble of Quality, we may pronounce 
upon the Notions of other Great Ones, and 
their Expectances at the Hands of God. Be- 
cauſe he abounded in Temporals, he muſt have 
a double ſhare in Spirituals, forſooth! And it 
ſeem'd a Flaw in the Divine Oeconomy that 
the Light of Heaven ſhin'd no brighter on a Pa- 
lace than a Cottage. He found it a Rule of 
Conduct, but would not allow it to be one of Juſ- 
tice, for Mighty Men to be Mightily' tormented; 
and the ways of God in his account had been 
more Equal, had they been leſs Severe. And 
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And were the Men of ſoft Raiment to let 
us into their Heads and Hearts, they would 
be found, no doubt, with ſuch Conceits as theſe 
about them ; carrying their Pretenſions as high 
to Grace and Favour. © Sure there is not one 
Law to the Peer and Peaſant, but ſome Diſ- 
tinction kept up for ever between Great Per- 
„ ſonages and the Common Rout of Chriſtians. 
* God, who is the Fountain of Honour, ex- 
* pets the World ſhould treat us according to 
* our Rank and Dignity, and is it not likely 
* He will, is it not fitting He ſhould, proceed 
by meaſures of his own Appointment 2 Why 
Hare we one Day made to differ from others, if A- 
* nother may lay our Glory in the Duſt, if our 
% Purple is as liable to the Flames as the Clout- 
© ed Shoe. Beſides, being Expos'd to greater 
«© Temptations than our Neighbours, we ſtand 
© entitled conſequently to Larger grains of Al- 
* lowance than ordinary: And how can much 
*© be required from us in the way of Duty, where 
© So much is given to make Proviſion for the 
* Fleſh 2 No wonder therefore not many Rich, 
not many Noble are Saved! For ſuch exor- 
bitant Self flattery like a Spiritual Opium poſſeſ- 
ſing them wich Dreams of future Happineſs, 
muſt needs throw them into a ſtate of Carnal 
ſecurity and ſelf indulgence; And 'tis not all 
the Officious Many Mountebank or No- 
veliſt in Divinity can promiſe, they ſhall ever 
awake out of it, Their Bright Parts, it ſeems, 
(whatever an over-ſtrain't Charity may pretend, 
upon the preſſing Exigence of helping a Friend 
of Quality off with his Iniquities) are fo far 
from ſetting them to their Penitentialy, that — 

2 © he be | | ve 
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ſerve only to argue them into a Perſwaſion of 
their nceding no Repentance., „ 


The Other thing to be remark'd is this, that 
there is a ſtrange Proneneſs in Mankind to 
be at odds alway with the Preſent Diſpenſation, 
and to article with Heaven about Believing and 
Repenting upon Terms of their own making. The 
Scribes and Phariſees are a noted Inſtance. When 
our Saviour had been making his Omnipotence 
bare before them, they could run to him in a 
Godly Haſt with the civil Queſtion, what ſyn 
Sheweſt Thou that we May ſee and Believe? What 
doſt thou Mork? Joh. 6. 30. It ſeems, the Mul- 
tiplied Loaves of yeſterday ſo perfectly periſp d 
in the Uſing, as to Signify nothing with Them, 
after they were Eaten; and the Doing Works 
that never Man did was not Working, becauſe 
They were not call'd to be his Taskmaſters. 
Nay his Life, after it had been ſpent in Mi- 
racles, muſt be preſerv'd by One too, or all the 
Former were to go for nothing; Let Him now 
Come down. from the Croſs and We Will believe. If 
he would not then (juſt then) perform This 
upon . Himſelf, they intended to make amends 
tor the Defect by the greateſt of Wonders, their 
Monſtrous, their Incredible Incredulit y. 


CY 


And ſo the Perſon in the Parable could un- 
dertake for his Guilty Family, that if an Ex- 
traordinary Advertiſement was Vouchſaf'd them, 
they would Fepent; Although reſolutely deaf to 
to all former Evidence and Warnings, they would 
in devout condeſcenſion (he knew: ſo much of 
their minds.) lend an Ear to perſonal. Meſſages 
from the Dead and think fit upon to ſolemn a 
| | VVV Caution 
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Caution to ſtand aloof off from the place of Tae. 


Nor has the Sun-ſhine of Chriſtianity perfect- 
ly diſpers'd the Cloud of Scepticiſm. We have 
Thoſe among us, Men of nicer Stomacks than 
Conſciences, who cannot digeſt the Doctrine of 
a future Life without a miracle. Hell, they'll 
own, is a diſmal Reverſion, if that old Muſty- 
piece the Bible may be Credited; but that they 
ay not be gull'd out of their Preſent pleaſures 
by Bugbear-ſtories about an After Reckoning, 
- better Intelligence is look'd for by them. 
They are too Cautious (they would have you to 
know) to build their Faith upon the Rubbiſh 
of Antiquity, too generous- ſpirited to be born 
down by the ſenſe of Nations, The other 
World muſt in a complement * it ſelf to their 
view, or ſome Lazarus that bas reſted from bis 
Labours, be ſo far reconcil'd to the old ſtage of 
miſery and fatigue, as to come expreſs Thence to 
3 1 it as matter of Experience; and then 
Aſſent would be Rational, becauſe Infallible; but 
nothing ſhore of ſuch a Proof, ſhall ever have 
the Credit of producing it. No! Why then I 
fear they will be bound to hug their Beloved 
Scheme of Infidelity, till Senſation rectifies their 
Notions, till the worſt Conviction of a real Hell, 
their Feeling, makes them with the Devil. Be- 
lieve and Tremble. God will not Work a Mira- 
cle, as oft as Man conceives a Doubt, and the 
Dead are too Happy in Abraham's Boſom, to 
think of leaving it upon ſo Uninviting an Oc- 
Lach, Whatever is the Import of the Addreſs, 
This is certainly imply d, that Repentance W 
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or later is nnavoidable. The Context looketh 
that way, where it telleth us of our Voluptuary, 
that be lifted up his Eyes being in Tor ments; As much 
as to ſay, Tho' on Earth he obſtinately ſhut them 
© againſt the Lights of Reaſon and Revelation, 
c Lullabying himſelf into a fond Security, yet the 
c Flames of Hell could force off the Scales, and 
© make him See he had been as Fooliſh, as he now 
* was Miſerable. And by beſeeching Father Abra- 
ham to look to the Reformation of the Living, 
does he not, tho Dead, yet Speak forth the moſt 
earneſt Wiſhes that Himſelf had never Contribu- 
ted to their want of it? Does he not teſtify that 
if the Place of Torment, when reflected on, cannot 
deter from Vice, it will, when Inhahited, ſer 
Men a-grieving for it in vain. The filly Virgins 
too, that Slumver'd away all Concern for their 
Lamps and the Bridegroom's coming, own'd a want 
of Oil at the Midnight Cry and were Troubled. 
Anck what is the Worm that never Dies, but the An- 
gry Twitches of an Upbraiding Conſcience ? 
Nay, the Book of Wiſdom makes this the com- 
mon mutual Diale& of Loſt Souls, We Fools ! and 
why do they call themſelves ſo? For counting 
their Lives Mad»eſs, who Pin'd them away in Pe- 
nitenrial Exerciſes, and their End to be without Ho- 
nor, that Dyed with Hopes full of Immortality, 


Alaſs! Remorſe as much as we fly from it at 
Preſent, will find us out at Laſt; and muſt be the 
Attonement' Here, or the Puniſhment of Sig 
Hereatter. And if ſo, I pray you therefore, Men 
and Brethren, as many of you as forget God, 
make a Vertue of Neceflity, and Reform out of 
Hand, left ye ale come into that Place ef Torment, 
and lift your Eyes there, only, to become m_ 
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ble of your former Blindneſs and Stupidity. You 
have Moſes and the Prophets Inculcaving Piety, and 
will you not bear chew? You have had what Di- 
ves only defir'd; One come unto you from the Dead to 
teſtiſy concerning them, one Greater than Lozg- 
rus, the Bleſſed Jeſus, and will you not be per- 
fwaded? You' have Dive, himſelf Witneſsing 
both to Small and Great, that where Godly Sorxow 
taketh not Place. Weeping and Wailing will, 
and ſhall we not Prefer what leadethunto Blefled- 
neſs, before that which followeth Damnation 2 Is 
it not better to ſit down with Abreham, than ee 
lim / afar off ; to have your La among. tbe Saints, 
than be ſhuc out of the Communion of your Maſt- 
er's Joys? Nou on it is, but you had rather 
be told ſo at a more convenient Seafon; that is; 
ben the Evil Days come of which ye ſhall ſar, I have tw 
pleaſure in them, But what if thole Days ſhould ne- 
ver come, but the Night of Darkneſs overtake, 
_ wherein no Man can Mork? Why then ye are ſwal- 
low'd up of Ruin, and have neither Excuſe to 
fly unto, nor Pity. You do nor Look, I preſume, 
with the Romaniſts to be Sav'd by Fire; For that 
is contrary to its Nature, and to his Intention that 
kindled it. And you have as little Reaſon to cruſt 
to the Good natur'd Hypotheſis of Origen, For © 
| which of the Saints would ye turn, to Sue for a De- 
livery 2 Abrabam himſelf, you ſee, had nothing 
to lay down by way of Ranſom for a loſt Son; 
muc leſs could Lazarus make an Agreement Ant 
Gold for bim. You may Cry therefore unto Them, 
but They will not Anſwer, unleſs in Reproach 
and Mocking. And to Cure you of all Depen- 
dance upon the Merits of a Saviour; You know 
who ſaid by way of Anticipation, with regard to 
ſuch as ſhould come too late, with 4 Lord, Lord, 
open 


45 a 70 A 7585 Oiler "Wal. 
2725 I know you not, Depart from wel e Work: 
ert of Iniquity. O. Think, Think on. theſe "Things 
and call upon God while ye may be heard! Ariſe 
and go not to Abrabam, who. is Ignorant of you, 
but to your Heavenly Fat ber, tlie only Aid in time 
of Need, and Pray bim to ſend not Lezars, but tha 
Holy Gboft the Comforter, 0 help your Infirmities, and 
Seal your Pardon, before ye ge bende, aud art ne 
more ſeen. This is the Submiſſion chat becometh 
Prodigals, and This the Prayer that availeth much. 
Upon ſuch a ProceduregWe Commence the Hap- 
py Children of Faithful Abraham, : whilſt Others 
- are his Fruitleſs Supplicantscg We:Engage,- God 
to give bis Holy Ange bs =_ c-OveD us, duting our 
Earth Pilgrknne Them to carry wi imo 
char Bliſsful 1 at che de of ne : 
To Ny: Mos, Ge: . 
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